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Meet the Author 

Hi, John Clark here! You’ve 
probably not heard my name 
before, but I am just like many 
of you. What I mean by that is 
that I am a just regular dude 
with a passion for photography 
and post-processing. I have a 
day job that pays the bills, like 
most of you, but that job also 
helps to pay for me to travel 
and explore all over the world 
in search of that next great 
image! Read more » 

Introduction 

Just a few weeks ago I was in London, walking along the 
Westminster Bridge looking for photo opportunities, trying to 
avoid the other tourists snapping selfies, and rocking out to a 
street artist performing AC/DC’s “Thunderstruck” on the bagpipes 
(which, by the way, is a thing and is surprisingly awesome!). 

There are several light posts along the bridge, and as I came 
across one a sign immediately caught my eye. Not only were there 
several of those silly padlocks proclaiming “forever love” attached 
(I’ve seen this on bridges all over the world, so when did this 
become a thing?) but it was the hand-written sign that really 
grabbed my attention.  

It read, “Being able to talk about mental health makes me feel like 
I’m not alone in this world.” 

Now, mental health is no joke and a lot of people desperately 
need help. My first thought was, “No, you are not alone!” And that, 
of course, became the title for this photo. 

But after the trip was over and I was processing the image using 
ON1 Photo RAW 2018 it seemed that further emphasis was 
needed to really draw attention to the sign, the main focal point in 
the image.  

https://www.getrealjc.com/about-1/
https://www.getrealjc.com/about-1/


1. The first step in my 
processing workflow is the 

Develop Module, and some 
basic global edits were 

made as a starting point. 

2.  I also added a local adjustment to 
the right side of the photo to decrease 

the exposure of the Thames and 
London Eye. You can see that a mask 

was added to right side of the image. 
This was created using the Local Mask 

Tool and selecting “Gradient” in the 
Shape dropdown. Once dropped on 

the photo, simply spin to a vertical 
position. From there, the Masking Brush 

was used to make sure some of the 
padlocks and areas that extended into 

the Thames River did not get altered. 



3. The next step is to copy this mask. Clicking on the mask thumbnail will open a variety of buttons related to masking. 
One of this is “Copy” and, as you would expect, that’s the one you need to copy the mask for use in the next step. 

Next, I moved over to the Effects module, which is really, to me, where the magic happens! The first step was 
to add some Dynamic Contrast, but only on the left side with the sign and lamppost; I wanted to make sure 
the right side stayed soft and out of focus.  

Now this is why you wanted to copy the mask from the prior step! Click on the mask thumbnail and then the 
Paste button. This puts the mask we just used right in place. But wait… Previously we masked IN the river area 
and now it is applying the Dynamic Contrast to that! That’s not what I want! 

OK, no need to panic. See the “Invert” button in the top left corner? Click that and our mask is switched to the 
opposite of what we did before. Now the lamppost, sign and locks are getting the correct Dynamic Contrast 
applied! Whew, that was nerve wracking for a moment, huh? 



The "Inverse" mask applied for Dynamic Contrast



Now, in looking at the image at this point it seems like the right side still could use some de-emphasis. This is where 
desaturation can help the viewer focus on the subject you want them to by pulling some color from the photo. There are 

three ways you can pull colors out of an image, but for me one is usually my preferred method. They all work well, and you 
may decide on a method that you prefer which differs from mine.  



Option 1 – Pulling Back Saturation 

This option would be easiest to do in the Develop Module: 

1. Click on the Local Adjustment Tab 

2. Click “Add Layer” 

3. Mask out what you want to pull the color out of. Use the various 
ON1 masking tools as necessary. To make it easy, I pasted in the 
mask from before when we created it in the Local Adjustment 
panel. 

4. Move the Saturation slider to the left until you reach a point that 
you like but still looks natural. For me, it was -50 on this image. 

NOTE: Make sure that you do not adjust any other sliders. 
Depending on what option you select, ON1 RAW could 
automatically lighten/darken the selection or make other 
adjustments. Verify that only the saturation slider is moved. 



Option 1 – Pulling Back Saturation 



Option 2 – Bleach Bypass Filter 

For many people, this might be the go-to choice. 

1. Click on the Effects Module 

2. Click “Add Filter” 

3. Click on “Bleach Bypass” 

4. Mask out what you want to pull the color out of. Use the various 
ON1 masking tools as necessary. To make it easy, I pasted in the 
mask from before when we created it in the Local Adjustment 
panel.  

5. You might also need to adjust the Saturation slider in the Bleach 
Bypass panel to the left until you reach a point that you like and still 
looks natural. For me, it was -15 on this image. 

Admittedly, these first two techniques can look verysimilar. In this 
image, the subtle difference comes in the sky around the center of 
the London Eye. It might even be hard for you to see much change 
between the last couple of images depending on your monitor 
and calibration settings. 

  



Option 2 – Bleach Bypass Filter 



Option 3 – Black and White Filter 

This would be the one that I prefer, as it really does a good job 
muting the area yet keeping the richness of the tones. 

1. Click on the Effects Module 

2. Click “Add Filter” 

3. Click on “Black and White” 

4. Mask out what you want to pull the color out of. Use the various 
ON1 masking tools as necessary. To make it easy, I pasted in the 
mask from before when we created it in the Local Adjustment 
panel. 

4. Next you need to adjust the opacity of the filter. For me, it was 
pulling it back to 51 on this image. Of course, at 100 the selection 
will be pure monotones, so you need to pull back the opacity to 
bring back a touch of the colors.  



Option 3 – Black and White Filter 



Options 1, 2 and 3. 

This desaturation technique is not something that you will use on every image, and it might be a trick that 
you pull out once in a blue moon (however often that may be!). But it is a good option to remember when 
you might be looking for additional ways to focus the viewer’s attention on a specific part of the image.  

So, have you tried any of these techniques before? 

Now, as I mentioned at the start, mental health is no laughing matter and a lot of people desperately need 
help. If you have someone in your life suffering, urge him or her to seek attention from a healthcare 
professional. But if you have nobody to turn to, this web site is a good starting place.  

Finally, if you have any ideas for topics you would be interested in learning more about, let me know that as 
well in the comment section. 

Thanks for reading, hope that you picked up a thing or two. If you want to see more of my photography, hit 
me up on Instagram or Twitter. 

http://www.mentalhealth.gov/get-help/immediate-help
http://www.instagram.com/getrealjc
http://www.twitter.com/getrealjc
http://www.mentalhealth.gov/get-help/immediate-help
http://www.instagram.com/getrealjc
http://www.twitter.com/getrealjc

